G20, Hunger, and Advocacy in South Africa

This year, South Africa is hosting the G20 in Johannesburg (22-23 November),
under the theme Solidarity, Equality, Sustainability.

e The G20 is a global forum where 19 of the world's largest economies, plus
the African Union and European Union, meet to discuss finance, agriculture,
climate, and development.

e These are the participants: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China,
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, ltaly, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkiye, United Kingdom, United States,
the European Union and the African Union.

e The G20 is not a decision-making body — it does not pass laws or enforce
policies — but it does influence how governments respond to global crises
and sets priorities that shape international finance, agriculture, climate, and
development.

The South African Government’s Priorities

The government has listed its focus areas for 2025 as:
e Disaster risk response
e Debt sustainability for low-income countries
e Financing a just energy transition
e Beneficiation of critical minerals (processing them locally)

Last Year: Brazil’s Presidency — A Case Study

In 2024, Brazil's presidency did something rare: it elevated hunger from a
household concern to a global political priority. This reframing challenged the
usual technocratic language of food security and positioned hunger as a structural
outcome of inequality, trade policy, and climate injustice.

The Rio Declaration proposed taxing billionaires, launched the Global Alliance
Against Hunger and Poverty, and linked climate action to social inclusion. By doing
so, Brazil's presidency showed that Global South countries can shape the G20
agenda to reflect grassroots realities.

South Africa’s Presidency - What’s Missing?

While South Africa has acknowledged Brazil's contributions, it has not named
hunger or poverty as core priorities. Instead, it has set up a task force with little
public visibility. As citizens of South Africa, one of the most unequal countries in the
world, we ask: why is hunger not front and centre?

The current agenda focuses on disaster risk, debt sustainability, and energy
transition. This is important, but disconnected from daily realities of food insecurity
and inequality.

We call for hunger to be named, not managed and for food sovereignty to be
recognized, not sidelined. In a country where children are dying from malnutrition,
farmers are unable to feed their families, and food price shocks are daily realities,
this silence is politically significant.

Why Hunger Must Be Named

e Hunger is not just a technical issue. It is a result of land dispossession,
climate shocks, and economic exclusion. In fact, the Right to Food and No
to Hunger is a human Rights issue!

e South Africa is one of the most
unequal countries in the world.
Naming hunger is not optional, it
is urgent.

e |land access is not just a
development issue, it is central
to economic growth and a
frontline struggle against hunger.
When foreign investors are
allowed to grab land under the
guise of capitalist growth, local
communities and small scale
producers struggle to feed
themselves and go hungry.



e If Brazil could name it, why can't South Africa?

Civil Society Is Mobilizing

TCOE is participating in both the G20 Social Summit (18-20 Nov) and the We the
99% People’s Summit (20-22 Nov). Together with our allies, we are raising urgent
demands for justice, dignity, and real solutions rooted in people’s daily struggles:

The Right to Food and Zero Hunger

The Right to Clean Water

Support for agroecology and local food systems

Climate finance that reaches small-scale farmers

Adaptation funding that doesn’t create more debt

Cancel unjust debt and build economic justice

Redistribute wealth and power fairly

Climate reparations for communities on the frontlines

Fair climate solutions that centre local knowledge and community control
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0. Ban deadly pesticides that harm workers and the land
1. End support for violent resource extraction and land grabs in Palestine,
Sudan and DRC.
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How You Can Be Involved

e Join TCOE's advocacy build-up and media campaign

e Attend the People’'s Summit or Social Summit

e Support the RWA seed exhibition and speak-outs

e Share your stories and demands via social media and community radio

WHO WE ARE: THE TRUST FOR COMMUNITY
OUTREACH AND EDUCATION

The Trust for Community Outreach and Education (TCOE) was established in
1983. We are a national organisation that supports a variety of local movements,
associations, local forums and labour organisations in rural and peri-urban areas.

Vision: A transformed land and agrarian sector with concrete alternatives for
sustainable livelihoods and democratised governance where rural and peri-urban
people are capable, have voice, agency to protect and control the commons, the
food systems and contribute to the demand for climate justice.

Mission: The TCOE commits itself to continue to build and support vibrant
movements of farmers, forest and farm workers, labour tenants, fishes, small-
scale producers, rural women and youth that challenge patriarchy, political power
and corporate capture of the commons, as well as advance the rights of the rural

poor to access and control the commons for sustainable livelihoods.

%?"" —

CONTACT TCOE

Address: 36 Durban Road, Mowbray, Cape Town, 7700

Tel: 021 685 3033

Email: info@tcoe.org.za

For more information or assistance with how to coordinate water committees and
water campaigns, contact aaron@tcoe.org.za



